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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to paper filed 8/28/03 . 

2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8 and 16-19 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 28 August 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1- □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/249.558 . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. E] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. ISI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The examiner agrees with applicants' argument concerning the 35 USC § 
112 first paragraph rejection that the conditions in claim 5 are in the spec- 
ification. He also agrees with applicants' argument concerning the two art 
rejections. The Mitsugi, et al . reference is not enabling because the strain 
has been withdrawn from the depository and the stain mentioned in Boyer, et 
al . was assayed as disclosed in the Nielsen declaration and no alpha amylase 
activity was found. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, 
should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be 
clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Charles L. Patterson, Jr., PhD, whose 
telephone number is 703-308-1834. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday - Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ponnathapura Achutamurthy can be reached on 703-308- 
3804. The fax phone number is 7 03-3 08-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-308-0196. a j 
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